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A new life with sight
Tina Leonard still finding ways to use her eSight glasses
By ANDY FLYNN
Editor
LAKE
PLACID
—
Sitting in a small real estate
office at the back of her
house — a photo of her new
granddaughter, asleep in a
pink outfit, Scotch-taped to
the wall behind her — Tina
Leonard reflects on the past
six months struggling with
her eyesight. It’s hard to stay
upbeat.
In late May, Leonard
received a $10,000 pair of
eSight glasses. It was a result
of a crowdfunding campaign
launched by her daughter,
and the goal was to help her
see again; she lost all the
sight in her right eye and
most of the sight in her left
eye five years ago. She’s had
mixed results trying to use
the glasses for a variety of
personal, work and social
activities.
“The glasses have been
very positive, but I’m still
blind,” she said, sitting
behind her desk, the eSight
glasses sitting in a box on a
nearby table. “And I guess
that was my big disappointment in that I didn’t want to
disappoint other people.
They’re so wonderful, but
I’m still blind.”
The eSight glasses are not
ordinary glasses. They are
white and look like plastic
virtual reality goggles, and
Leonard calls them her
“portable sight.” She says
they are complicated.
“They are a computer.”
The glasses tilt up, giving
an onlooker the ability to see
the customized lenses underneath. In the front is a tiny
high-speed, high-definition
camera. On the user’s side,
the person wearing the glasses sees a video display of
what the camera is capturing
on two near-to-eye displays.
The goggles are connected
to a remote control by a
thick, gray wire. The remote
allows users to zoom in to
see — up to 24 times magnification. When Leonard
uses the remote, a female
voice talks to her and tells
her what she’s doing. She
can even save images — for
a few moments to read carefully or to save for later reference. The glasses have an
SD memory card.
Just like any computerized
device, the eSight unit has
menus, including ones for
working the camera, sound,
hooking them up to a computer and hooking them up
to a television.
It took three months of
working with the eSight
glasses before Leonard made
an important self-discovery.
“I tried them for several
things, and I kept getting
frustrated. ... I had to decide
what I was going to use the
glasses for,” she said. “They
just didn’t work for everything for me.”
Trial and error
Leonard tried the eSight
glasses at her favorite restaurant, Lisa G’s in Lake Placid,
which is dark sometimes and
she couldn’t get the glasses
to lighten up, so that didn’t
work.
For cooking, it’s easier to
use her hand-held magnifier
than trying to put the glasses
on and read with them.
For cleaning the fridge,
Leonard still relies on her
nose.
“I’m always smelling
things to see what it is,” she
said. “When I cleaned out
my refrigerator the other
day, I opened up something.
Do I keep this, or do I throw
it away? What is it?”
She tried them shopping,
but that didn’t work.
“I tried to take them into a
couple of stores and go shopping, and I don’t know if I’m
just not patient enough, but I
was trying to hold things up
and zoom in and see them
and it took so long that I
would just get frustrated and
move on,” Leonard said.
“And now I just avoid going
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that sometimes I don’t bother putting them on to watch
TV. I just listen to the TV,”
she said, adding that she
sometimes takes advantage
of
the
SAP
setting
(Secondary Audio Program)
on some of the shows.
“They narrate it for blind
people,” she said. “It’s kind
of like the captions, but it’s
not. It narrates it. So I don’t
really have to watch the TV
because it explains everything that is going on.”
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Tina Leonard uses a GoVision high-definition video magnifier
to help read a newspaper article at her home office. Her new
eSight glasses are in a box on her desk; she uses them mostly for outside the office.
to the store.”
She thought that going
through the mail would be
easier with the eSight glasses, but that didn’t work.
“I have mail that I sort
through for five different
people that come to my
house, so sometimes I end
up with a huge stack of
mail,” Leonard said. “So I
was so excited ... But it’s
much quicker to use my
hand-held magnifier because
with my eSight glasses, with
just that one line of sight, I
have to hold the envelope
up. And then I have to figure
out where the address would
be on it. Where with my
magnifying glass, it’s a
much broader area so I can
see the whole thing.”
In her office, Leonard has
a variety of tools to help her
“see” or communicate. She
has folders that are color
coded. She has Bump Dots
on key places in her office so
she can feel rather than see
important objects, such as on
specific keys on the computer keyboard. She has
ZoomText computer software that reads email messages in a man’s voice. She
has a Pen Friend audio labeler that reads tags on file folders in her own voice. She has
a portable Smartlux Digital
video magnifier. She has a
Google Home Mini smart
speaker that talks to her in a
woman’s voice. And she has
a GoVision high-definition
video magnifier with its own
monitor and scanner to read
documents using optical
character recognition (OCR)
software. She uses the camera and monitor to write
checks, and she uses the
scanner with OCR software
to have the machine read
deeds to her.
“The main things that the
glasses are helping me with
right now are when I leave
my cocoon of all my visual
aids here in my office. They
are my vision that I can take
with me,” she said.
Successes
Leonard takes the eSight
glasses to her networking
and Rotary Club meetings
every week and to social
events. It helps her see the
faces of the people in those
groups or special guests, but
reading is still problematic.
“My 50-50 ticket is
always a challenge to me if I
go to my Rotary Club, and I
have a networking group I
go to and there’s a 50-50
ticket, and I can hold up my
50-50 ticket and focus on it
with my glasses and magnify
it so I can read it,” she said.
“I can pick up a handout, but
it takes me time to focus on
it and blow it up and I can
see what the writing is. I
could read it, but I would
have to be reading one word
at a time, and I would have

to do it very slowly.”
As a real estate professional, Leonard meets
prospective buyers at houses, and the eSight glasses
have helped her with that
part of the job. When she
spoke at the annual meeting
of the Northern Adirondack
Board of Realtors on Oct. 25
at the Whiteface Lodge, she
told them about how the
glasses have helped her sell
properties.
“I explained to them that I
went to a house the week
before, and when I walked in
the house, normally I would
have to walk around the
room and feel my way and
then turn all the lights on and
then once I get there I could
figure out and see, this is the
stove, the refrigerator, and
this is how the kitchen is laid
out,” she said. “But I had my
glasses on, and I could stand
at the entrance to the living
room and clearly see that
there was a couch and a love
seat situated around a fireplace. And without my
glasses, I couldn’t see the
fireplace, the furniture or
anything.”
Leonard’s highlight so far
with the eSight glasses was
seeing her new granddaughter at the hospital and again
at the baptism in October.
“It was an hour after she
was born and we walked in
the hospital room,” she said.
“I had my glasses and said,
‘Where is she?’ My son was
sitting in the chair holding
her, and without my glasses,
I wouldn’t have been able to
see her. I focused on her, and
I zoomed in so I could see
her face up close with my
glasses.”
As for the baptism,
Leonard not only witnessed
the event, she also took photos with her glasses.
“I could zoom in close
enough to see when the
priest said something to
her,” she said.” She has great
big eyes, and she was looking at him. And I was like,
‘Oh my God. People around
me have no idea how special
this is to me that I could see
this.’ And I had tears in my
eyes, but I didn’t want to cry
because I would ruin the
vision. I was so excited that I
could see her and I could see
the expression on her face. I
could see when they poured
the holy water on her head.”
At home, the Leonard
almost exclusively uses the
eSight glasses to watch television. An HDMI cable
attaches to the glasses. She
likes to watch shows such as
“Survivor,”
“NCIS,”
“Criminal Minds,” “Big
Bang Theory,” “The Voice”
and “Dr. Phil” (recorded
during the day for later viewing).
“Sometimes I’m so tired
in the evening from working
all day, my eyes are so tired,

A new life with sight
The eSight glasses are
bulky — like carrying
around an oxygen tank —
and time-consuming — like
using a camcorder the whole
time. They’re also heavy and
get
really
warm
on
Leonard’s forehead.
“Sometimes when I go to
a restaurant, I just don’t wear
them because I’m just tired
of wearing them,” she said.
“Sometimes I feel like I just
want to be me.”
That means living with no
sight, and that’s when it’s
hard for Leonard to stay
upbeat.
“I’m tired of being blind,”
she said. “It’s hard for other
people to understand. I try to
be upbeat, but I was very
frustrated the other day.
When I first get up in the
morning, my eyes are the
worst, and when I got up and
I’m walking from my bedroom to the bathroom in my
own house and I’m thinking,
‘people have no idea how
hard it is to be blind.’
Everything takes so much
longer.”
Leonard gets frustrated
many times because she
doesn’t think people understand what she’s going
through, and that sometimes
leads to a lack of empathy,
saying the wrong things or
simply ignoring her.
“I think it’s OK to say to
somebody, ‘Tina, what can
you see? How much can you
see?’ It’s OK to ask questions. And sometimes people
would rather not say anything because they’re afraid.
People don’t know what to
say to people who are blind.”
A case in point, Leonard
and her husband were in a
waiting room at the doctor’s
office recently, and somebody said to her husband,
“You can put her here” in the
chair.
“Why didn’t she say to
me, ‘Dear, you could sit
here’ or take my arm and
say, ‘Are you OK? Would
you like to sit here,’” she
said. “It really bothered me
when that person said to my
husband, ‘You can put her
here’ like I was a piece of
something, like I couldn’t
hear.”
Six months after the
eSight glasses arrived in the
mail, Leonard said they’ve
been worth getting because
there have been more positives than negatives. Like
her Google Assistant and
video magnifier, the glasses
are just one more tool she
uses to help get through life
as a person who is visually
impaired.
“I’ve gotten to see my
granddaughter and I’ve gotten to see people’s faces,”
she said. “So for those reasons alone, I think they’re
certainly worth it. I think I
could use them for a lot of
other things if I’m more
patient and learn more with
them.”
It may not be as easy as
that, though. Leonard said
her eyesight is getting worse.
Some days are better than
others.
“It’s like the windshield of
a car,” she said. “The windshield of a car can be covered with frost, and you
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might be able to see out a little bit. You can still drive the
car, but you just can’t see out
really well because of the
windshield. ... That’s my
sight right now. I’m having
issues because of humidity
and heat. If I turn the heat
off, I’ll freeze in here, but
the heat dries out the wind-

shield of my eye, which is
the cornea.”
Leonard’s eye doctor
wants her to undergo another
laser surgery, but she’s
reluctant.
“I don’t want to have it yet
because I only have one eye
left, and if anything happens
with that, I’m afraid.”

To my former students,
In this Christmas
season, it is my wish
that the Angel of
Light, the Angel of
Air, and the Angel of
Water watch over you,
and the Angels of the
Forests, Lakes and
Rivers stand by you,
and the Lord Jesus
holds you.
Ronald Edwin Keegan
Arts & Sciences
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LAST-MINUTE TAX DEDUCTIONS
HIDING IN YOUR CLOSET
There’s no time left to procrastinate! Now is the time to
make last-minute tax moves to save you some money. Here
are ideas to consider:
• Sell loser stocks. Review your portfolio for stocks,
mutual funds and other investments that are sitting in a loss
position. If the investments are looking like they won’t be
rebounding anytime soon, sell them and take advantage of
the annual capital loss limit. Losses will first net against
your capital gains, but the IRS will allow you to deduct up to
$3,000 in excess losses against your ordinary income.
Consider selling loser investments held less than one year
first as they will offset short-term gains that are taxed at
higher ordinary income tax rates.
• Prepay your mortgage. As an individual taxpayer,
deductions are allowed depending on when you pay them. You
can take advantage of this at the end of the year. If you are
planning to itemize your deductions, make your January
house payment in December and get credit for the mortgage
interest deduction this year. That’s 13 months of interest in
one year just by making the payment a few days early.
• Donate household items. You might have tax deductions hiding in your garage, closets or basement! Donations of
household items and clothing are a great way to boost your
charitable giving deduction. There are a few things to consider. The donation needs to be made to an eligible charity
(called a 501(c)(3) organization). Documentation is required
to substantiate your donation, so take a picture and get a
receipt for all donations. All donations with a fair market
value of $5,000 or more need a qualified appraisal.
• Fund your 401(k). All contributions to a 401(k) deferral account will decrease your taxable income. So see if your
employer will allow you to increase your 401(k) contributions.
The contribution limit for 2018 is $18,500 or $24,500 if you
are 50 or older ($19,000 or $25,000 if you are 50 or older in
2019). Even if a late contribution change is not allowed, now
is a great time to set up next year’s 401(k) contributions.
• Make a donation from your IRA. If you are older
than 701⁄2 you can make a charitable distribution of up to
$100,000 directly from your IRA to a qualified charity. The
distribution is excluded from taxable income, so this is a
great way to donate and take advantage of the higher standard deduction. Even better, this type of distribution qualifies
as a required minimum distribution.
With the increase in standard deductions, year-end moves
need to be analyzed more closely than in past years.
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Funerals, a wedding and a musical for MC Jadlos
Artist
Profile
The creative side
of our community
By STEVE LESTER
Correspondent
LAKE
PLACID—
Memorable events can happen in bunches sometimes,
but for MaryCatherine
(“MC”) Jadlos they’re happening in what may seem
like major landslides.
“This week was a whirlwind,” she said.
Jadlos finished a twoweekend,
seven-performance run in the musical
“Annie” on Sunday, May 27
at the Lake Placid Center for
the Arts playing the role of
Grace Farrell, personal secretary to billionaire Oliver
Warbucks, who sends her
out to choose a child from
the orphanage to spend two
weeks at his residence during the Christmas season of
1933. When she chooses
Annie for him, he becomes
so taken by her he decides to
adopt her a week later.
“It was just a wonderful
introduction to the community to see how joyful it is
with music,” she said.
The Friday May 25 performance was a special one
for her because her father,
Greg Jadlos, was in the pit
filling in on bass guitar while
her fiance, Joey Izzo, was at
the piano directing the ninepiece ensemble. She hadn’t
performed in a musical in 10
years, she said, and was content in the past to settle for
just minor chorus parts. But
she decided to audition for
“Annie” after some gentle
nudging from Izzo, who told
her, “You have the ability to
do this. You should try out
for it,” she said.
Next thing she knew she
had a major role in a musical. After the show’s final
performance, she and Izzo

SIGHT
Continued from Page A1

While testing the glasses
at Rotary, Leonard said she
normally can’t see the people at her table.
“I can see people over
there,” she said. “Before, I
couldn’t even see tables over
there.”
One by one, Rotarians
came over to see her. First it
was Martha Spear, president
of the club.
“Good morning, Tina,”
Spear said. “Can you see
me?”
“I can,” Leonard said.
“Oh my God, that’s so
great!”
“I can see you. You have
blue on. And you have some
gray hair, too, don’t you?”
“It’s all gray.”
“I didn’t know people had
gray hair. That’s too funny. I
don’t remember if I knew
you when I could see. Did I
know you more than five
years ago?”
“I joined about five years
ago.”
This was the first time
Leonard had seen the Rotary
Club president in person.
She also had never seen
two other people seated at
her table: Debbie Erenstone
and her 9-year-old daughter
Holly, an honorary Rotary
Club member.
“Now I see Holly,”
Leonard said. “I see you
really close. And Holly has
glasses on. Holly, what do
you have on your shirt? Is
that an Ironman shirt?”
“No, it’s a NYSEF sweatshirt,” Holly said.
“Holly, how old are you?”
“I’m turning 10 in June.”
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MaryCatherine Jadlos
had to rush off to the North
Country School where he
conducted a group ranging in
age from 10 to 14 in their
spring school recital.
“We went there right after
‘Annie’ on Sunday, and it
was awesome!” she said.
That’s just the beginning.
Jadlos and Izzo have their
wedding scheduled for this
Saturday, June 2. The next
day they’re off to Italy to
spend about a week together,
after which they’ll travel to
Paris to meet up with Izzo’s
instrumental
progressive
fusion band, Arch Echo, for
a European tour scheduled to
run through the middle of
July.
“I love watching him play.
I love supporting that part of
his life. He keeps joking that
he wants me to run sound, so
maybe I’ll do that, too,” she
said.
As of now, her plans are to
come back early.
“I’ll be back June 20th, so
I’m going with them through

France, Switzerland and the
Netherlands. Then they’ll
continue on the last leg
through Germany, Italy, and
the U.K.,” she said.
Jadlos grew up in Potsdam
in a family steeped in musical tradition. Her grandfather, John Jadlos, was a professor at the Crane School of
Music who taught stringed
instruments while her grandmother, Rosalie, taught elementary music in the public
schools.
Her
mother,
Marianne, majored in piano
and voice at Crane.
Her father studied voice
and stringed instruments
there as well and led the
orchestra program for a
number of years at Indian
River High School near Fort
Drum. He is also an accomplished guitarist, and plays
the bass guitar well enough
to give a solid performance
on it as a substitute without
the benefit of a single
rehearsal.
Jadlos said she remembers

from age 8 sitting next to her
father playing in such pit
orchestras so she could turn
pages for him and just be
there to soak up the experience. She began studying
violin at age 6, then
launched her version of
childhood rebellion by
switching to flute at 10.
During these years, she, her
father and grandfather often
played as a trio together in
church.
“It was really fun,” she
said. “My dad was really big
into the idea that if you have
a gift then use it. Don’t hide
it. I was a little resentful at
first, but then I learned to
suck it up. And now I love
it.”
Jadlos graduated from
SUNY Plattsburgh five
years ago with degrees in
audiology
and
speech
pathology, but she still kept
both feet in musical activities with her flute playing as
well as her singing, which by
this time was beginning to

Then Leonard told Holly
about what she did with the
excess money — more than
$1,000 — her friends and
family raised to buy her
eSight glasses.
“There’s a little girl in
Colorado that is trying to
buy these glasses, and she’s
9 years old. Her name is
Emily.” Leonard transferred
her excess funds into
Emily’s account to help her
buy her own set of eSight
glasses.
“She was born blind, and
she got a little bit of sight
back when she was 2,” she
explained. “And now she’s 9
years old, and she went and
tried on these glasses. For
the first time, she got to see
her mother and father and
they cried. And she said,
‘Guess what? I got see see
my brother, and he had a
pimple on his nose.’”
Then it was time to look at
Holly’s mom.
“I had no idea your hair
was like that,” Leonard said.
“Is your hair blond?”
“I just got it highlighted,”
Debbie said.
“Highlighted, and it’s kind
of a bob cut? Oh my God, I
had no idea. It looks cute. ...
Oh my God, this is so fun!”
“You noticed my haircut
that my husband didn’t even
notice.”
Seated to the left of
Leonard was her driver, UPS
Store co-owner Debbie
McLean. Before the meeting
started, Leonard looked at
her and noticed the color of
her hair.
“Do you want me to tell
you you have gray hair?”
Leonard asked.
“I know I have gray hair.
You don’t have to tell me,”

McLean said.

Leonard even has the ability to share her sight with
others.
“When I get better in a
couple of weeks, I can even
hook it onto a projector and
show everybody and you can
see exactly what I am seeing,” she said.

Futuristic
When Tina Leonard
explained about the SD card
in the glasses, it reminded
Debbie Erenstone of a 2004
movie she’d seen with Robin
Williams: “The Final Cut.”
“It takes place like 100
years in the future,” Debbie
said. “Everyone has a memory chip of their entire lives.
So at their funeral, someone
compiles the memorabilia of
everything their eyes saw.”
Williams played Alan
Hakman, a “cutter,” someone who had the power of
final edit over people’s
recorded histories for their
funerals, especially for unsavory people. He essentially
edited out all the bad stuff
and kept the good stuff.
The company that made
the memory implants, EYE
Tech, sold the concept as
“immortality. ... The cherished moments of your life
will now live on forever.”
It was a dark film.
Williams’s character eventually sees something he
shouldn’t have seen in someone’s memory bank, “a
memory worth killing for.”
That’s not what Leonard’s
eSight glasses are about, but
Debbie was able to see how
the technology of science
fiction is coming to life in
today’s world. Yet these
futuristic glasses are not perfect. While some people
have learned to walk with
them, it’s tricky.
“Because it’s a camera,
everything is distorted a little
bit,” Leonard said. “You
probably would fall if you
were totally looking through
it to walk with.”

find her an unusual brand of
steady employment.
“By the end of college, I
was doing about two funerals a week,” she said.
People
would
often
express their condolences to
Jadlos when she would say
something like, “Sorry I
can’t make it. I have a funeral tomorrow.”
“Then I’d have to explain
that I don’t know the
deceased or the family. It’s
just a singing gig,” she said.
“I don’t consider it morbid
or anything. I really loved
being able to serve people
this way. If you’re able to do
it, and people enjoy it, then
it’s really good to share that
with people.”
Jadlos was doing so many
funerals, she used to joke
with a colleague about filling
a niche market by publishing
a music book titled “The Top
40 Greatest Funeral Hits of
All Time.”
By this time, Jadlos had
known Izzo for a few years
after meeting him when she
was 19 while the two
worked as counselors at
Camp
Guggenheim,
a
Catholic facility along
Lower Saranac Lake.
“He was the head musician,” she said of Izzo, who
was 16 at the time. “If he
asked me to sing I said yes.
He has a real gift for helping
people discover what they’re
capable of. I remember
watching him at church and
being very impressed with
how he could make it such a
full experience.”
Although they didn’t start
dating until last year, which
was seven years later, she
said she felt she knew him
well enough from just the
camp experience to feel
comfortable in an intimate
relationship with him.
“Summer camp allows
you to see every level of a
person: the good, the bad
and the weird,” she said.
After college, Jadlos
spent two years in Arizona in
a program with AmeriCorps

“working with pregnant
women off the streets,” she
said. Then she spent two
years in Ohio at Franciscan
University of Steubenville, a
private Catholic university,
working as a residence director in one of the dorms.
While considering a move
back to Arizona, Jadlos said
Izzo coaxed her into moving
to Lake Placid instead,
“which I did a year ago this
week,” having quickly found
employment as a case worker for children in foster care.
“We realized that we’d
become such good friends
for so long that it became a
natural progression. So after
I moved here things happened pretty quick,” she
said.
By this time, Jadlos had an
epiphany about music in her
life in that she needed more
of it. It happened while touring through Austria with a
friend where they took a
“Sound of Music” tour. They
were late for the bus, so they
followed behind it in a private van where a soundtrack
for the musical kept playing
over and over.
“And that brought back so
many memories I just said to
myself, ‘I need to find a way
to bring music back into my
life again,’” she said, “and
not to say no to anything
that’s out of my comfort
zone.”
Jadlos was 24 at the time,
so within three years she was
performing her first major
role in a musical at the
LPCA with her fiance playing the piano and serving as
the music director, and with
their wedding scheduled less
than a week after the show’s
final performance.
“To plan a wedding and
work at the same time was
nuts,” she said, “but I feel
like myself again musically,
like I’ve really found my
home. I don’t think you need
to have a degree in music to
succeed at it. You just have
to take it seriously and lovingly. And humbly.”

Happy Dollars
One of the ways Rotary
raises money during their
meetings is through Happy
Dollars. Members go around
the room and donate as many
dollar bills as they have
happy news items or thankful moments to share with
NEWS PHOTOS — ANDY FLYNN
the club. Leonard had three.
Holly
Erenstone
helps
Tina
Leonard
read her raffle ticket
She was thankful for the
story about her in the May while Debbie McLean looks on.
18 issue of the Lake Placid
News, and she told the group
about her donation to
Emily’s eSight fund in
Colorado. For her final
Happy Dollar, she was
thankful for the faces she’d
seen at Rotary that day.
“This has been incredible
sitting here and seeing some
of you people. I didn’t know
what these people looked
like,” she said. “I get chills.
I’m just in tears. ... You can’t
believe how amazing this
is.”

YARD SALE

LAKE PLACID, 130 Parkside
Drive. YARD SALE Friday 6/1 & Sat. 6/2,
9 -2 pm. Antiques, wicker.
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Tina Leonard sits at a table at the Rotary Club of Lake Placid’s May 24 meeting at The
Courtyard by Marriott with, from left, Bill Barnes, Debbie McLean, Debbie Erenstone and
Holly Erenstone.
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